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This year, 2017, marked a significant step-change for Social 
Entrepreneurs Ireland (SEI) as an organisation with the launch of a new 
three year strategy: ‘The New Ambition’, supporting social entrepreneurs 
from start-up to scale-up. 

The execution of this strategy this year saw the rollout of a new suite 
of SEI programmes with the launch of the very first Academy for 
Social Entrepreneurs, an Awards programme of exceptional standards 
delivered to Ireland’s leading social entrepreneurs, and an Impact 
Partnership Programme developed to support high performing social 
entrepreneurs in the Alumni Network. 

I would like to gratefully acknowledge the supporters of SEI and, on 
behalf of the board, the SEI staff and myself, to express our sincerest 
gratitude. The generous contributions from the network of supporters, 
from financial donations to pro-bono support from individuals and 
corporate partners, has made it possible for Social Entrepreneurs 
Ireland to support the highest potential social entrepreneurs in Ireland 
to develop and scale their impact. These supports enable social 
entrepreneurs around the country to tackle real and pressing social 
issues. The effects of this work continue to be felt in communities across 
the country, making a significant and lasting impact on people’s lives 
and on the future of this country.  

As ever in 2017, the small team in SEI delivered on this mission with 
vision, commitment and great enthusiasm. On behalf of my board 
colleagues I wish to express our sincerest thanks to the team so ably 
led by Darren Ryan. As I stand down from my position as interim Chair 
of the Board, I would like to thank all the board members for their 
continuous support over the past year, and I am delighted to hand 
over the position of Chair to Tommy Breen. I very much look forward to 
working with him in that capacity in the years to come. 

Professor Brian MacCraith 
Chairman of the Board 

Chairman’s Foreword
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From the CEO
Social Entrepreneurs Ireland’s vision is of an Ireland where every social 
problem is solved quickly and effectively. In order to achieve this, the 
organisation’s mission is to support high-potential social entrepreneurs 
to tackle Ireland’s social problems. SEI does this by selecting the highest 
potential social entrepreneurs in the country and providing them with 
the supports they need to scale and succeed. 

It is with great pride that we welcomed the 2017 Social Entrepreneurs 
Ireland Awardees to the SEI community along with the inaugural 
Academy participants. The social entrepreneurs supported by SEI have 
once again shown themselves to be highly ambitious and innovative 
social entrepreneurs with the potential to have a real and lasting 
impact on the issues they are tackling. 

Each of them started with an idea - something that could build a better 
future for Ireland. And today they continue to build - Men’s Sheds is 
in almost every town and village in Ireland; FoodCloud has helped 
to deliver 20 million meals to prople in need and GIY is now a global 
movement supporting people to grow their own food. In total this year 
the Social Entrepreneurs Ireland Alumni Network have impacted the 
lives of 1.7 million people across Ireland. 

I would like to acknowledge the SEI team, board, and supporters for their 
commitment and ambition to fulfil the mission of SEI – to support high 
potential social entrepreneurs to tackle Ireland’s social problems – in 
the best way possible, delivered this year, as ever, with professionalism 
and passion.  

Sincerely, 
Darren Ryan 

CEO of Social Entrepreneurs Ireland



An Ireland where every 
social problem is solved
quickly and effectively

Support high-potential 
social entrepreneurs to tackle

Ireland’s social problems
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Supporting social entrepreneurs from start-up to scale-up

Sparking a new generation of social entrepreneurs with 
support for people to move from idea to action.

Supporting Ireland’s highest potential social entrepreneurs to deliver an 
ambitious and achievable business model and growth plan.

Bespoke, tailor-made support programmes and funding for social 
entrepreneurs who have completed the Awards programme and are 

ready to take their proven models to the next level.

7
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PITCH

€25,000

idea-stage social entrepreneurs

high-potential social entrepreneurs

month programme

month programme

for seed funding

in funding and support 

SPARK

SEED

SCALE
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Leverage

115

new jobs
created

373,093

lives directly 
impacted

Additional 
funding raised 
by awardees 
for every €1 
invested by SEI

The average 
increase in lives 
impacted by 
our Awardees 
following 
the Awards 
Programme

€11.26

x5

211
social 
entrepreneurs 
supported  
so far

€6.77
million

=

invested in
their projects

1.7 
million
lives impacted
this year by 
our Alumni 
Network

12

social 
entrepreneurs

€2m

Non-Financial
Supports
worth over 

+

+

IMPACT AFTER 13 YEARS

IMPACT OVER 12 MONTHS

1,345
people currently 
employed 
through SEI 
supported 
projects
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A SOCIAL ENTREPRENEUR WITH AN IDEA
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  A SOCIAL ENTREPRENEUR WITH SEI SUPPORT

4 SEI
Team

Mentors

Network
of 50+

Professionals

Planning and 
goal setting

DELIVERING
ONE TO ONE 

SUPPORT

Fundraising 
Training

Leadership
and Governance 

Development

National
Media

Coverage
Strategic Planning

Communications 
Training

Resilience
and Personal
Effectiveness

BUILDING
ORGANISATIONAL

CAPACITY 
Network of

200+ 
SEI Alumni -

Ireland’s 
largest network 

of social 
entrepreneurs

150+
Pro-bono

supporters

Speaker
opportunities

at sector events

Sector Recognition
and Validation

Showcasing
at SEI Awards

SEI Alumni
Mentoring

Programme

DEVELOPING 
POWERFUL 
NETWORKS



10

The Academy for Social Entrepreneurs brings together 15 of the highest potential early stage social entrepreneurs, 
hoping to tackle some of the largest social issues facing Ireland today. 

Over the course of 5 months they will have access to supports including Social Entrepreneurship trainings, one to 
one mentorship from some of Ireland’s leading entrepreneurs and corporates, legal and financial guidance, and 
access to meeting and working space. They will all have the opportunity to pitch for funding – from a seed fund 
of €5,000 at the end of the programme, and will hopefully be in a much stronger position to grow their projects, 
and scale their impact on some of Ireland’s most pressing social issues.

THE ACADEMY
FOR SOCIAL
ENTREPRENEURS 2017

Jo Sachs-Eldridge - 
Library of Things
Academy Winner

Taryn Glesson - 
Empowering Respectful Relating
Academy Winner

Oisin Hurley - 
Talk2MeMore
Academy Winner

Sarah Hughes - 
Buddy Bags
Academy Winner

Laura Harmon & Kevin Donoghue - 
iVote
Academy Winner

Robert Finn - 
YouAreTheVoter
Academy Winner
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Susan Crawford - 
Get Autism Active
Academy Winner

Negar Rahimi -
Sunshine Centre
Academy Winner

Robbie Fryers & Talita Holzer - 
waytoB
Academy Winner

Caitriona Watters-Crehan - 
Prepare Me
Academy Winner

Clara Clark & Charles Mollan - 
Cycling Without Age
Academy Winner

Antonia Caraveteanu - 
Artcraft
Academy Winner

Sharon Murphy - 
Embrace Music
Academy Winner

Tanya McGarry & Helen Ruane
Talksense
Academy Winner

Barry O’Connor - 
Refill Ireland
Academy Winner



12

In October 2017, Social Entrepreneurs 
Ireland publicly announced the winners 
of the 2017 Social Entrepreneurs Ireland 
Awards - seven projects led by social 
entrepreneurs with the potential to change 
Ireland. The Awards Ceremony was held in 
the Mansion House in Dublin, with invited 
guests from the Social Entrepreneurs 
Ireland community – social entrepreneurs, 
alumni, and supporters. Approximately 
500 members of the Social Entrepreneurs 
Ireland community came to join in the 
Ceremony. 

The night showcased and honoured the 
seven awardees through speeches by 
the awardees, professional videos that 
captured the impact of each project, 
booklets that further told the stories 
of the projects, and the presentations 
of the awards. The ceremony also 
featured many members of the Social 
Entrepreneurs Ireland Alumni community. 
The event was co-hosted by SEI Alumni 
Aoibheann O’Brien, Co-Founder of 
FoodCloud and Adam Harris, Founder 
of AsIAm. There were two Alumni 
performances on the evening, with 
an interactive performance by Sean 
Love of Fighting Words, and a musical 
performance from the Cork Academy of 
Music. In addition, Alumni organisation 
Grow It Yourself provided SEI-branded 
seeds for audience members. The result 
was an evening that both highlighted 
some of SEI’s past successes and 
presented the exciting new additions
to the SEI community.

THE 2017
AWARDS
CELEBRATION 
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Education DESTY is an evidence-based emotional wellbeing programme, 
where educators are trained to help children with additional emotional 
needs. Together they visit DESTY Island – a colourful, online, interactive world 
– where children learn about emotions. For children experiencing mental 
health problems or going through significant life events, it helps them to 
process and express their feelings, building resilience and promoting positive 
mental health.

www.educationdesty.com

Stephanie O’Malley
Education DESTY
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www.ocualann.ie

Ó’Cualann Cohousing Alliance makes home a reality for people who could 
not otherwise afford it. Today Ireland not only has a housing supply problem, 
but an affordability crisis. Ó’Cualann builds affordable homes by getting 
support from local authorities for discounted land and development levies 
waived. It also promotes an ethos of inclusive co-operative communities 
where members come together to make key decisions about their 
neighbourhood.

Hugh Brennan
Ó Cualann Cohousing Alliance 
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www.sailingintowellness.ie

Sailing into Wellness provides an opportunity for vulnerable groups to 
experience a completely new environment, on the open sea. For those with 
mental health issues, recovering from addiction or from disadvantaged 
backgrounds sailing is proven to be a powerful tool in their development. 
Working together as a team, individuals are supported to overcome personal 
challenges in an environment that is both exhilarating and therapeutic.

Colin Healy & James Lyons
Sailing into Wellness 
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www.steam-ed.ie

STEAM Education develops fun, activity-based programmes in science, 
technology, engineering, arts and maths to complement and enhance the 
primary school curricula. They match experts from industry and academia 
with primary school teachers to co-deliver the programmes. Their mission 
is simple: to inspire the next generation to love STEAM subjects, and to help 
them develop the skills they will require to build a better future.

Alice D’Arcy & Grainne Bagnall
STEAM Education 
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www.walk.ie/thegreenkitchen

The Green Kitchen Café & Garden Centre gives people with intellectual 
disabilities the opportunity to fulfil their employment and career aspirations. 
The project supports people to realise their potential by providing targeted 
supports, training and work experience in hospitality and horticulture, 
ultimately leading to meaningful employment.

Duncan Walker
The Green Kitchen Café & Garden Centre  
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www.thegrowdomeproject.com

The Grow Dome Project turns wastelands into a community resource by 
creating a garden with a geodesic dome that supports hydroponics - the 
growing of plants without soil. An educational and social space, the Grow 
Dome regenerates areas by creating employment, training opportunities and 
a beautiful social space for entire communities. 

Niall O’Brien
The Grow Dome Project  
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www.shona.ie

The Shona Project supports girls with the challenges they face today, by 
nurturing their self-esteem and educating, empowering, and inspiring 
them to embrace their abilities. They provide workshops in schools and 
communities and a helpful online resource of practical guides for the 
everyday issues and challenges experienced by girls. 

Tammy Darcy
The Shona Project  
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Annalisa O’Carroll 
Director of Impact 
Developing world-class 
support programmes 

Michelle O’Donnell Keating 
Impact Programme Consultant
Scaling the impact of  
social entrepreneurs 

Patrick Sweeney
Marketing and  
Development Specialist
Connecting supporters and 
social entrepreneurs

Jane Feighery 
Director of Development
Engaging financial support  
for Social Entrepreneurs Ireland  

Naomi Linehan
Communications Executive
Communicating the impact  
of social entrepreneurs 

Sara Dennedy 
Impact Associate
Selecting and supporting the  
best social entrepreneurs 

Jovana Jovanovic 
Impact Assistant 
Maintaining top-class delivery 
of our selection process

Orla O’Connor 
Office Manager 
Ensuring excellence in delivery 
of SEI services 

Siobhán O’Keeffe
Impact Associate
Delivering critical support  
to Awardees and Alumni

Darren Ryan
Chief Executive 
Driving the vision of 
Social Entrepreneurs Ireland

SOCIAL
ENTREPRENEURS
IRELAND TEAM
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With special thanks to...

Adrian Jones
Alison Cowzer
Barry O’Brien
Bart Murphy

Beth Struckell
Bill McKiernan

Colin Ryan
Danny Sweeney
David Bobbett
Faye Droulliard

Harry & Susan Hartford
James Muldowney
Jim & Diane Quinn
Jim & Mary Flavin

Joe Tully
John Beckett

John Duffy
John Kennedy

Josh Doyle
Keith Ennis

Kip & Peggy Condron
Maurice Mason

Michael Lee
Peter O’Brien

Sheelagh O’Neill
Sheila O’Malley- Fuchs 

& Joe Fuchs
Tara McCabe

Val Quinn
Zachary Webb

We couldn’t do what we do without the support of these organisations,
entrepreneurs and business leaders from across Ireland, the UK and USA. 
They are as passionate about supporting social entrepreneurs as we are.

Social Entrepreneurs Ireland is privately funded by a range of foundations, 
corporate partners, and individuals. We do not receive any government 

support and are entirely dependent on the generosity of our donors.
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Heartfelt thanks to
our Awards sponsor

Social Entrepreneurs Ireland is deeply 
appreciative of the exceptional level of 
support provided by DCC plc to both our 
own organisation and the awardees that 
have passed through our doors over the 
last seven years. Their commitment, both 
financial and in terms of the time and 
expertise the DCC team so generously 
and consistently devote, is truly affirming. 
For us in SEI it is a privilege to have 
the support of such an accomplished 
organisation made up of highly talented 
and passionate professionals.

The partnership has three key areas of focus:

Financial Support
As Social Entrepreneurs Ireland’s largest and longest-
standing corporate partner, DCC has been the flagship 
sponsor of the SEI Awards since 2011 and contributes 
significantly to SEI’s funding each year.

Awardee Support
DCC executives connect and share skills with both SEI 
and the social entrepreneurs we support. 

Selection Process
The DCC team takes an active involvement in the 
selection process of new awardees.

“DCC’s relationship with Social Entrepreneurs Ireland 
has gone from strength to strength over the last seven 
years and we take great pride in our role as flagship 
sponsor of the annual Awards Celebration. DCC has 
backed commercially focused entrepreneurship for 
more than 40 years and we equally believe that the 
creativity and passion of Irish social entrepreneurs 
can make a significant contribution to solving our 
greatest challenges as a society. We are delighted to 
have the opportunity to play a part in celebrating the 
achievements of this year’s Awardees and look forward 
to following their progress in the years to come.”    

Donal Murphy 
Chief Executive, DCC plc.
www.dcc.ie
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Julian Davis
Director, Fleishman Hillard

Julie Sinnamon
CEO, Enterprise Ireland

Julian Yarr
Managing Partner, A&L Goodbody

Teresa Harrington
Former Partner at PwC

Brian MacCraith
President, Dublin City University

John Duffy
Managing Director, KBW

Caroline Keeling
CEO, Keelings

Paul Rellis
Former CEO of Microsoft Ireland

Sharon Vard
CEO, Anam Cara and SEI Alumni

Tommy Breen
Former CEO of DCC plc

SOCIAL 
ENTREPRENEURS IRELAND
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURS IRELAND LIMITED
(A Company limited by Guarantee) 

REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31st DECEMBER 2017
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